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that he would follow in half an hour in order to depose against the thief. On reaching the police station, Harish found the Sub-Inspector recording the statements of the witnesses. He looked on in silence until Nagendra arrived. Then he asked the Sub-Inspector : " Do these people mean to say that the brass vessel belongs to Nagendra Babu ? "
" Certainly," was the reply. " Here are three witnesses who have identified it."
" Well, that's strange," said Harish; then producing the shawl and loin-cloth he said : " These are mine, but if you ask Nagen Babu he will tell you a different story ".
"But they are mine!" roared Nagendra, "and part of the stolen property."
"Dear me," said Harish, "perhaps you will say that these buttons are yours too? "
" Of course they are," was the rejoinder.
"Now, Sub-Inspector Babu," said Harish, "you must see that Nagendra Babu is subject to strange hallucinations since he has taken to drink. He fancies that he is the god of wealth personified, and that everything belongs to him. I am quite certain that Eamda has been falsely charged with stealing a brass vessel which is his own property."
The Sub-Inspector evidently thought so too. He called the prosecutor into an inner room. What passed